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socially, had to make every effort to strengthen its influence
on the composition of the Lower House, so as to increase,
or at all events to maintain, its power. And again, there
was a constant struggle on the part of the Whig gentry, who
had allied themselves with the great Whig families in a
common resistance to the Jacobite Tories, to keep for them-
selves such power as they had gained. Both tendencies
were immediate consequences of the constitutional change
completed by the accession of the Hanoverian dynasty; and
their joint effect was the adoption of a political conception
and method best described as the flower of parliamentary
conservatism in England.

The readiest expedients available for the party which
came into power with the Revolution, in its efforts to
preserve its supremacy, were these : first, the maintenance
unchanged of the old parliamentary constitution which
the Whigs had inherited from the days of Tudor and
Stuart misuse of the royal prerogative; and, secondly, the
strict exclusion from political life of all elements in the
upper and middle classes which were opposed to the Estab-
lished Church.

It is instructive to note that the only large measure of
constitutional change which found its way to the statute book
after the Bill of Rights (1689) and the Act of Settlement
(1701) was the Septennial Act (1716). The extension of the
period of duration of parliament to seven years supplied the
keystone to the structure of parliamentary party government
by the oligarchy. It materially weakened the dependence
of the House of Commons on public opinion and on the
electorate, and correspondingly increased the power of the
Whig majority as against the Crown.

Retention of the existing parliamentary law in the
narrower sense of the term harmonised well with the con-
servatism which was so deeply ingrained in the political
relations and circumstances of the time. The period from
the Revolution to the Reform bill is, as a matter of fact,
that in which the least change in the rules of procedure
took place. Very few procedure orders of any importance
are to be found in the journals of the House of this
time, and still fewer are the new maxims expressly enacted